Handling the sequelae of breast cancer treatment: use of NPWT to enhance patient independence.
A cancer diagnosis can be an overwhelming experience and has devastating implications for an individual, their family and friends. Radical treatment, although often essential, can have its own health consequences. This case study describes the management of a 38-year-old woman with a portable, non-electrical negative pressure wound therapy device, suggesting benefits in terms of healing, patient independence and improved quality of life. The case study also highlights the importance of effective communication, patient involvement and empowerment in clinical decision-making, showing that an effective client-clinician relationship can help overcome the physical and emotional sequelae of this diagnosis.